
Paul Tomkins
Head of Development Control
Environmental Services Directorate
Planning, Environmental Policy and Performance
639 High Road, Tottenham
London N17 8BD

4th July 2004

Your ref: HGY/2004/1265 – London Concrete Ltd

Dear Mr. Tomkins,

Thank you for you letter about the proposed concrete plant on the railway land to the east of Uplands Road. Naturally, as a resident of Uplands Road I hurried to the library to examine the consultation documents. I must say, as a cyclist I did think at first that it was a good idea to bring the materials for concrete production by rail, cutting down on lorry traffic from other boroughs etc — especially when there is so much building work in this area. And building on the railway sidings seemed fair enough — preserving the woodland which is indeed full of colourful birds, foxes, insects and so on.

However, I was not convinced about the ‘minimal impact on road traffic’ that London Concrete’s survey alludes to. How can an estimated 56 truck movements per day have minimal impact? There will be the constant grinding of gears, turning and revving noises one associates with lorries, plus a trail of dusty vehicles up and down Tottenham Lane, straight into Crouch End or through Hornsey High Street, which is just on the point of being regenerated, after all. I wonder what the would-be residents of the New River Village would think of such traffic passing through? Or the shop and restaurant owners? I have noticed over a period of ten years or more that this end of N8 seems to be under a permanent cloud; the shops and businesses on Tottenham Lane close to the police station consistently fail, presumably due to lack of passing trade. How will this situation be helped by dirty roads and pavements?

Nor do I believe the production methods will be all squeaky clean in the way that is suggested in the documentation. I’ve never seen a concrete plant that wasn’t dusty. It gets on everything — blows in as a fine grey film that has to be wiped off window ledges, bookshelves, skirting boards. Let’s be honest; whereas the company’s showplace in Greenwich is an industrial wasteland, the so-called industrial estate at Cranford Way is actually a few sheds with very light industry inside. What the developer is talking about is turning the densely populated area of Hornsey into a permanent queue of traffic, plus noise, dust and the sort of atmosphere which is ultimately hostile to pedestrians — rather like, say, King’s Cross.

Do we really need such a development in exchange for a dozen new jobs? I don’t think so. This is nappy valley; I have two school age children myself and feel distressed to think their lungs will be polluted with cement dust. We moved to Crouch End because it was leafy, not because it was an intersection for lorries. I urge you to turn down this planning application, before Crouch End turns into a major thoroughfare like Highgate, only without the benefit of raised pavements.

Yours sincerely


Your name and address
