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29th June 2004

Your ref. HGY/2004/1265, dated 11th June

Dear Mr Hannam,
 

Last week I wrote a letter to your colleague Mr Tomkins to voice my objections to plans proposed by London Concrete Ltd to site a concrete batching plant at Ferme Park Depot, N8. Having now had further time to consider the implications of having such an installation, practically ‘in my own back yard’ and the wider consequences for inhabitants of Hornsey and Crouch End, I feel compelled to write again to expand my argument against the proposal.

I recently paid a visit to the Ferme Park Depot at Cranford Way, to familiarise myself with the existing businesses working there.  I noted that the units are occupied mainly by companies involved in storage, packing and distribution. None of these activities could be construed as industrial or chemical and they certainly do not generate anywhere near the levels of noise, traffic, emissions, dust and environmental disruption as a concrete batching plant and all its ‘ancillary facilities’ would. Such a facility is entirely out of keeping with the make-up and demographic of the existing site, situated as it is, in the midst of a highly dense and urbanised living space. 

Haringey Council, by allowing the development and building of more and more private dwellings, is clearly committed to attracting more and more residents into the borough and more specifically into the area surrounding the proposed development site. This is already putting the existing infrastructure of N8 under increased strain and causing concerns over the poor state of roads, increased volumes of traffic and noise pollution, increased demand for roadside parking and attempts to develop green spaces and backlands in the area. These concerns have been well documented by the local press and local pressure groups. The arrival of a concrete batching plant is only going to increase many of the problems experienced today and invite many other adverse side effects.  

Although the proposed location for the batching plant is given as the Ferme Park Depot, closer scrutiny of the local map clearly shows that the site is actually at the extreme end of the depot site and occupies a designated ‘green spot’ referred to locally as the Stroud Green Railway Bank. Is this site really an official part of the Depot, or is the proposed development attempting to piggy-back the site?  It is known that the Council actively supports a policy committed to reducing emissions in the borough and to encouraging and protecting biodiversity amongst the plant and wildlife population of the area. This ‘green’ policy is clearly at odds with any decision to give the go-ahead to London Concrete to develop the site for industrial use. Such a decision would also set a very dangerous precedent by changing the type and profile of businesses operating in the borough.

The quality of life and well being of local residents will be adversely affected by any decision to site a concrete batching plant so close to homes, schools, playgroups and a resident’s play area at Chettle Court. Many will be certainly be affected by round the clock noise, emissions and pollution, which will at best aggravate and in the worst cases could even harm the more frail members of the community such as babies, the elderly and those with allergies or respiratory conditions.

The lives of countless people trying to drive or walk through the town will be frustrated and possibly endangered on a daily basis by the increased number of large, open-topped HGVs carrying ready mixed concrete and, possibly for the short term, the raw materials and aggregate needed for the process. Let it be noted that the entrance and exit to the Cranford Way Depot is part of a one-way system, which will undoubtedly force residents in the adjacent streets to experience the noise, dirt and vibrations emitted from these vast vehicles. I am frustrated that the Council has been obliged to make such a limited mailing about such a controversial planning application as I am sure that the wider population of N8 will share the concerns of these extremely near neighbours.

Thank you for taking time to consider my observations. I intend to be at the discussion forum on July 15 to support this written objection.

Yours sincerely,

Your name

