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From: your name

Your address

To: Paul Tomkins







Head of Development Control

Environmental Services Directorate

Planning, Environmental Policy and Performance

639 High Road, Tottenham

London N17 8BD

20th June 2004

Your Ref: HGY/2004/1265

Dear Mr Tomkins,

I am writing to you with regard to planning application put forward to you by London Concrete ref:HGY/2004/1265 of the proposed erection of a concrete batching plant with associated hoppers, conveyors and ancillary facilities by London Concrete Ltd and its agents at Ferme Park Depot, Cranford Way, N8.

Having studied the plans available at Hornsey Library, I feel I must strongly express my objection to this project altogether.

The reasons for my objection are:

1. Turning our residential area into industrial park:

The site in question is very close to highly populated and predominantly residential area. The historic use of the site in question, has been so far used by businesses of a storage, dispatch nature and although noisy and traffic creating, it is far from being classed as ‘industry’ and certainly not of the kind that generates pollution!
2. Creating a precedent:

I fear that approval of such a development in our neighbourhood will create a precedent allowing other businesses of such heavy industrial nature to follow into our area, with all that it entails in terms of impact on our environment and quality of life. 

3. Unacceptable Noise and Vibration levels

Our neighbourhood has recently seen a great increase in noise levels and although our property is in the main double-glazed we can hear: 

· The trains screeching up and down the tracks day and night, as well as vibrating our houses.

· Constant beeping of trucks reversing from one of the warehouse at the bottom of Cranford Way, day and night.

· We can also clearly hear the amplified intercom system of one of those businesses at the bottom of Cranford Way

· We have also seen a great increase in air traffic noise and especially disturbing are the constant hovering of helicopters in our area.

The last thing this neighbourhood needs is more noise generated by more trains day or night, or more trucks, not to mention the noise that the plant itself will generate doing what it does.

(The landscape formation in our area is like a natural amphitheatre. Sound gets amplified as it travels up the hill and gets echoed by the wall of Chettle Court.)

4. Pollution:

The introduction of a concrete cement factory / batching plant into our residential neighbourhood will inevitably lead to unwanted fine dusts being deposited on our environment. 

Looking at the product list of London concrete I am also concerned by the kind of emissions created by the production of such products as: 

Concrete
Plasticised / retarded concrete

Superplasticised concrete for high strength and workability

Air entrained concrete for paving and durability

Waterproof concrete for watertight construction

Coloured concrete for aesthetic applications

Polypropylene and steel fibre concrete

Self compacting concrete

Lightweight concrete 

Heavyweight concrete 

Long distance pumped concrete 

Aggregates
Granite

Limestone

Gravel

Heavyweight (magnatite / barytes)

Lightweight (lytag / leca)

Cement
Portland cement

Sulphate resisting cement

Pulverised fuel ash

Ground granulated blast furnace slag 

I find the pollution report submitted as part of this planning application - an eye opener. It clearly states that the level of air pollution in our area equals that which you would expect to see in an industrial area already! 

I would take this to be an alarming fact, which necessitates immediate action to reduce pollution back to acceptable residential level, rather then actively and knowingly allowing further deterioration of the quality of air in this area.

I was also surprised to see, that when stipulating the direction that this pollution would travel, the report based it’s findings on weather observation done at Heathrow.

I can clearly state that the wind in this area definitely travels up the hill like the noise and we will with no doubt become heavily dusted if such application is approved!
5. Increase of heavy traffic:

Although London Concrete and Aggregate Industries present their environmentally friendly face by following government guidelines in using the rail infrastructure to transport their goods into London in order to reduce overall pollution, I fail to see how introducing an extra 25 heavy cement mixer trucks per day is going to reduce pollution and traffic congestion here in Crouch End - a residential area already congested with narrow roads.

If London Concrete’s Wembley plant is the example of what is planned here, we are going to see much more traffic then the suggested 25 trucks a day. 

“London Concrete is delivering with its own fleet of readymix trucks, but also provides a collect service for a proportion of its business.

"Customers in urban areas want a quick and reliable pick up service for relatively small quantities of material," says Hillam. "We also deliver from Wembley, although our collect customers get priority because the site is geared towards this end of the market.”
http://www.aggregate-uk.com/index.html?press23.html&2
So by their own admission their business will encourage more traffic into their facility from customers who prefer to pick up their products.

6. The destruction and pollution of ‘The Stroud Green Railway Bank’:

‘The Stroud Green Railway Bank’ is clearly defined as a site of importance for nature conservation by the Greater London Authority. It is classed as a

"Site of borough importance G" and is the home to many wildlife species. This is clearly stated in the report compiled by the wildlife trust, and played down in significance by those who undertook or commissioned that search. 

7. No benefits to our local community: 

“Better Haringey- £5 million programme, launched this summer to clean up the borough. The aim is to improve the quality of life for people in Haringey”

“We're working hard to make Haringey Cleaner, Greener and Tougher through a number of service improvements, coming to you in the next few months.”

“Cleaning the environment is the focus of the programme”

“SUSTAINABLE HARINGEY LOCAL AGENDA 21 ACTION PLAN

FIRST MONITORING REPORT
Reduce Environmental Impact of Motor Vehicles

M23 1. Air pollutants in the National Air Quality Strategy 36

M24 2. Level of pollutant – Particulate Matter 36

M25 3. Emissions & fuel efficiency of vehicles/stock 36

M26 4. Noise nuisance complaints notices & prosecutions by type of nuisance, monitoring of levels of noise

from transport 36

M27 5. Progress towards number of road accidents targets 37 Footnotes”

http://www.haringey.gov.uk/council/strategies_and_policies/better_haringey.htm
I can’t see any benefit or necessity to our community by approving this application! And it definitely doesn’t align with the promises of a Better Haringey! 
Rather increased road activity, noise and vibration and pollution levels from traffic and plant operation.

The creation of 12 new jobs generated by this development (of which 2 will be administrative, based at their site headquarters) cannot be guaranteed to go to local people, and even if they did I would see it as a very poor exchange for our green way of life!

I would suggest that the only people who will benefit from the approval of this planning application are the share holders of London Concrete Ltd and Aggregate Industries Plc along with a handful of Property developers who are not necessarily residents of N8.

I sincerely hope that you and your colleagues will take all of the above into consideration when contemplating this planning application

Kind regards

Your name
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